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Never mind T20, watch
future talent live in EL!

By CHARLES BENINGFIELD

THE TWENTY20 world champion-
ship cricket competition now taking
place may have grabbed the imag-
ination of cricket lovers, but the
nearest Border fans will get to it is
their TV screen so the next best
thing for them is to see some of
South Africa's most exciting young
cricket talent in action LIVE on East
London cricket fields over the next
four days.

The annual Cricket Academy
Week, this year sponsored by Mer-
cedes-Benz in association with the
Border Cricket Board, kicks off this
morning with what should be a
cracker of a match between Border
and KwaZulu-Natal at Buffalo Park.

Today’s other matches will be
played at The Feathers down on the
Nahoon River between a Border
Invitation XI and Western Province
and at the Hamilton Club where
Eastern Province and the Kei XI
(Transkei-based and as with the
other academies, endowed with a
high-performance budget) will
clash.

This 45-over contest is a deadly
serious affair between the six com-
peting teams and is the culmination
of six months of dedicated prep-

who is at his best when the chips
are down. Knowledgeable crick-
eters predict a good tournament
for him.

They are just a few of the Border
players who will bring honour to
the province over the next days.

KwaZulu-Natal, of course, are
perennially strong, and powerful
squads have also been brought in
by Western Province and Eastern
Province. Don’t write off the Bor-
der Invitation and Kei teams ei-
ther.

The four-day cricket fest got un-
der way at a function for the play-
ers and officials at Buffalo Park last
evening where the president of
Border Cricket, Vido Mgadle,
warmly welcomed everyone and
wished them a happy and suc-
cessful tournament while Gayton
McKenzie, the well-known moti-
vational speaker, representing
JAG Sports and Education Foun-
dation, delivered a thought-pro-
voking address to the youngsters.

So if the weather, which seems to
plague the beginning of every
cricket season in this part of the
world, plays along, Border fans will
have a rare opportunity of watch-
ing our future cricket stars in ac-
tion.




